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The Venue

Auditorium Parco della Musica

Designed by internationally renowned Italian architect Renzo Piano, the Auditorium 
Parco della Musica is located centrally in the city.

The historical center of Rome is within easy access.

Since it was dedicated in 2002, the Auditorium Parco della Musica has distinguished 
itself as a significant presence in the cultural scene of both the city of Rome and 
the entire country.

Over the years, it has become an inspirational and functional venue for many 
international events.

The Auditorium Parco della Musica welcomes its guests through 
the Cavea, an open-air hall, the Foyer, and the music halls: Sala Santa Cecilia, Sala 
Sinopoli and Sala Petrassi.

In addition, seminar halls, a press room, meeting rooms, and exhibition areas make 
it a comprehensive venue to hold the WCOA 2014.

WCOA 2014

A unique opportunity for the accountancy profession to observe and leverage on 
past experiences and to develop a new vision for the future



Program overview

Impressive, interactive and innovative sessions to be shared with over 4,000 
colleagues from all over the world.

DAY 1
Monday,
November 10

09:00 - 16:00 
16:30 - 20:00

Participants registration
Opening Ceremony and cocktail

DAY 2
Tuesday,
November 11

09:00 - 10:30 

10:30 - 11:15
11:15 - 12:45
12:45 - 14:00
14:00 - 15:30
15:30 - 16:00
16:00 - 17:30

Plenary Session I 
Technology and the Finance Function of the Future
Exhibition, Coffee and Networking
Concurrent sessions
Lunch
Concurrent sessions
Exhibition, Coffee and Networking
Concurrent sessions

DAY 3
Wednesday, 
November 12

09:00 - 10:30

10:30 - 11:15
11:15 - 12:45
12:45 - 14:00
14:00 - 15:30
19:30 - 23:00

Plenary Session II

Enhancing Government transparency 
and accountability: a way to economic growth
Exhibition, Coffee and Networking
Concurrent sessions
Lunch
Concurrent sessions
Gala Event

DAY 4 
Thursday, 
November 13

09:00 - 10:30
10:30 - 11:15
11:15 - 12:45

13:00 - 14:30

Concurrent sessions
Exhibition, Coffee and Networking
Plenary Session III 
Integrated Thinking: 
The Key to Improved Performance and Value Creation
Final session and Closing Ceremony



Concurrent sessions’ tracks

Track 1 - FINANCIAL REPORTING AND INTEGRATED THINKING  
ENHANCING ACCOUNTABILITY AND DECISION-MAKING

Whether a publicly traded company, a small and medium enterprise (SME), a not for 
profit, or a government, all entities face decisions about reporting approaches as 
well as practical implementation challenges. These sessions will discuss the status 
of global IFRS and IPSAS convergence, the evolution to integrated reporting, and 
jurisdictions’ approaches to SME reporting. 

1.1 The evolution of private companies financial reporting
1.2 Convergence to IFRS and Global Consistency
1.3 Financial reporting by Not-for-Profit entities
1.4 Public Sector Accounting and the move to accrual accounting
1.5 Fiscal Sustainability and service reporting by public sector entities
1.6 Integrated Reporting: Top challenges and opportunities
1.7 Challenges in implementing the new European accounting directives of 2013

Track 2 - ASSURANCE OF BUSINESS INFORMATION
APPROACHES TO RISING EXPECTATIONS

In an environment of rising expectations, what are the fundamentals of audit 
quality and elements to support it and what are the global trends? This track 
will discuss the significant changes to the auditor’s report and why they were 
necessary, the role of audit committees, and the increase in demand for alternative 
services for the SME sector. 

2.1 Assurance services - Adding value to SMEs reporting
2.2 The building blocks of Audit quality
2.3 The new auditor’s report
2.4 Limiting the risk of failure in financial institutions
2.5 The audit committee: a pivotal aspect of a company’s control environment



Concurrent sessions’ tracks

Track 3 - ETHICS, LEGALITY AND CORPORATE RESPONSIBILITY
ACCOUNTANTS AND COMPANIES SEEKING THE RIGHT BALANCE

On a daily basis, accountants try to strike the right balance between confidentiality, 
legal liabilities, and public interest, and companies explore new business models, 
searching for a balance between social values and profitability. These sessions will 
explore pending changes to the Code of Ethics, the implications of post-crisis 
regulation, and other current issues, such as tax base erosion. 

3.1 Corporate Strategic Planning - Combining Social Values and Profitability
3.2 Fighting corruption and fraud: the role of the professional accountant
3.3 Social Responsibility and Banking
3.4 Code of Ethics: shaping behavior
3.5 Promoting fairness and growth through global cooperation on taxation

3.6 CleanGovBiz - Integrity in Practice

Track 4 - EDUCATION AND CAPACITY BUILDING 
SKILLS ACCOUNTANTS NEED TO MEET CURRENT AND FUTURE DEMANDS

Increasingly rapid technological developments, including social media, cloud 
computing, remote professional practices, and XBRL are changing the skills and 
talents required of accountants. These sessions will explore how demands are 
changing, and how accountants can keep up, as well as the impacts on economic 
development and mobility. 

4.1 International Education Standards and Auditor Competence

4.2 Continuous Quality Improvements and IES

4.3 The New Generation - Technology and the finance function of the future - 

 Part II

Concurrent sessions’ tracks

4.4 Capacity Building - contributing to and supporting the development of 

 Professional Accountancy Organizations 

4.5 SMPs 2020

4.6 WTO, professional qualification and mobility

4.7 Digital Darwinism: thriving in the face of technology change

Track 5 - BUSINESS ADVISORY SERVICES
COMPETENCIES, CHALLENGES, SYNERGIES, AND INNOVATIONS

Accountants are often businesses’ most trusted advisors - in terms of management 
best practices, governance, growth and developing new market strategies, 
sustainability, and responding to the needs of citizens and consumers. This track 
will look at new competences needed, and the challenges of SMPs and SMEs, such 
as access to credit, in a rapidly globalizing world. 

5.1 Accountants for Growth: Internationalization through SMPs

5.2 Building a global valuation expertise

5.3 Facilitating credit in the SME marketplace

5.4 Encouraging inclusiveness - enhancing performance and generating skills 

 innovation

5.5 Made in Italy

5.6 Achieving Quality Translations of International Standards and Guidance



Confirmed Speakers

Didier Millerot
Head of Unit Accounting & Financial Reporting DG Market European Commission 
Grace Perez‐Navarro
OECD - Deputy Director of the Centre for Tax Policy and Administration 
Guy Piolé
French Court of Auditors  
Jan Sijbrand
EBA Management Board 
Gerhard Steiger
Director general for finances and sustainability, Court of Audit - Austria 
Susanne Stormer
Vice President, Global Triple Bottom Line Management, Novo Nordisk - IIRC 
Patricia Sucher
Chair Audit Subgroup - Basel Committee 
Jennifer Thomson
Chief Financial Management Officer at the World Bank 
Sir David Tweedie
Chairman IVSC 
Ken Warren
New Zealand Treasury’s Chief Accounting Advisor - New Zealand Government 
Yu Weiping
Vice Minister of Finance, China 
...and of course - CEOs of IFAC Member Bodies and Regional organizations, Chairs 
and members of standard-setting boards and IFAC committees

Confirmed Speakers

Sammy Almedal
CEO of Jak Cooperative Bank, Sweden 
Riyad Al Mubarak
Chairman Abu Dhabi Accountability Authority 

Yoseph Asmelash
Economic Affairs Officer UNCTAD 
Francesco Bottigliero
Chief Digital Officer of Brunello Cucinelli

Carol Calandra
CFO Global Markets E&Y Global Limited 
Tony Chanmugam
CFO BT Plc 
Linda De Beer
Chair, IAASB - CAG 
James Doty
Chairman PCAOB 
Paul Druckman
CEO IIRC 
Julie Erhardt
IOSCO - Chair Committee 1 
Lewis Ferguson
Chairman IFIAR 
Ken Goldman
CFO Yahoo 
Simon Henry
CFO Shell Headquarters 
Gianluca Italia
Head of FIAT Brand, Fiat Group Automobiles S.p.A. EMEA Region



Registration Fees

 
Category Policy Include/not include

Early bird
until 31/07/14* Regular*

Developed
countries

All included € 1,200 € 1,500

Emerging
countries

All included € 900 € 950

Special 
young 

students

Gaining expertise - 
working sessions - 
Social program not included

€ 600 € 600

Italians Modular - 
All sessions and concerts included - 
Gala Dinner not included

€ 950 € 1,250

Accompanying 
persons

Concerts and Gala Dinner 
included

€ 350 € 350

Press All sessions and concerts included -
Gala Dinner not included

- -

Exhibitors
(if over 2 persons)

Coffee breaks and lunches included - 
Social program not included

€ 200 € 200

N.B.: Please be informed that registrations will be closed after reaching the number 
of 4,000 registrants based on the capacity of the venue.

For registrations: www.wcoa2014rome.com

(*): VAT icluded (22%)



Sponsorship
opportunities

Our flexible Sponsorship packages aim to reach 
out to a variety of potential Sponsors by 
providing opportunities at all levels

Comprehensive
Sponsorship Packages
- Imperial
- Coliseum
- Sistine Chapel
- Pantheon
- Digital Partner

Stand alone
Sponsorship opportunities
- Trevi Fountain Exhibition Booth
- Academic Research Award and Publication
- Project Gallery > A dedicated exhibition area  
  in the WCOA 2014 reserved to IFAC member  
   bodies can showcase their projects - find out  
   more on www.wcoa2014rome.com

Interested in becoming a sponsor? Contact us at 
info@wcoa2014rome.com  - dimarco@wcoa2014rome.com

tel. +39 06 47863307

WCOA 2014
Academic Partner!

 
The Scientific Committee of 
the WCOA 2014 has launched 
an innovative Call for Papers 
in order to stimulate and 
feed the debate around the 
theme of the Congress: “2020 
Vision: Learning from the 
Past, Building the Future”. 
This is a new concept for 
the Congress and will supply 
content for a dedicated 
publication.
Support the research by 
becoming one of our 
Academic Partners!



Beautiful Italy

Rome and Italy offer a unique opportunity to experience one of the most important 
historical places in the world, through immersion into art, cuisine and music.

WCOA 2014 will also offer an appealing social & touristic program

Ancient Ostia
The tour of the excavations of Ancient Ostia allows the visitor to enjoy what 
remains of the ancient portual city, that at a time of maximum expansion 
reached 100,000 inhabitants. The original Latin name of the city was “Ostium”, which 
means “Mouth of the River”, signifying its location at the mouth of the Tevere. 
The archeological site till today preserves the remains of public monuments but 
also numerous private houses, which give us an image of daily life in ancient times.

Castel Romano Outlet
Discover the joy of shopping in a relaxing atmosphere. A few kilometers away from 
Rome you can find your favorite fashion brands for 30% to 70% less all year long.

Colonna Palace
The guided tour of Palazzo Colonna provides an exclusive and private access via to 
visit one of the most magnificent palaces in the world, its gallery has nothing to 
envy to the luxurious salons of Versailles. The private tour begins with the visit to 
the Princess Isabella’s apartment, and passing through the garden of orange trees 
inside the Palazzo, you will reach the Galleria Colonna, a jewel of the Roman Baroque. 

Imperial Rome
The tour visits the archaeological heart of the eternal city and starts from the 
visit to the Flavian amphitheater, better known as the Colosseum, symbol of the 
imperial city and now symbol of Rome. The guided tour will continue to the “Arco 
di Constantine”, and to Roman Forum, the political and religious center during 
the entire history of Rome. The visit will end on Campidoglio Hill where the guest 
can enjoy the fascinating landscape over the Roman Forum and Palatine Hill as a 
whole. 



Pre & Post WCOA 2014 tours

Venice
A Unesco World Heritage Site, Venice is visited by more than 60,000 people every day, 
many of whom come to experience dreamlike canal settings, peerless Gothic and 
Renaissance architecture and masterworks by Tiziano and Tintoretto. La Serenissima 
(the most serene), as Venice is sometimes called, has been an attraction for 
centuries, but modern tourism is both the Venetian economy’s driving force and 
the curse that is driving out growing numbers of locals. 
St. Mark’s Square, St. Mark’s Church, Doge’s Palace, Bridge of Sighs, Prisons and 
Rialto are some of the places that you can visit with the tour.

Florence
Small it may be, but this glorious city is the very cradle of Renaissance Italy. Art 
lovers flock to its medieval centre for a close-up of famous paintings, frescoes and 
statues by the likes of Raphael, Titian and Michelangelo.
Piazza del Duomo (cathedral), Piazza della Signoria, Ponte Vecchio, Uffizi Gallery 
are just some of the attractions of the City, at less than two hours by train from 
Rome.

Naples
Naples is an exhilarating mess of Unesco-listed historic buildings, citrus tree-filled 
cloisters and electrifying street life. Once the heart of Roman Neapolis, the 
historic centre is a warren of narrow streets, which open up to an Imperial 
18th-century seaside promenade with romantic views of Vesuvius. You will have the 
opportunity to visit some of the most attractive places in the City center, Pompei 
and Amalfi, just one hour by train from Rome.

Beautiful Italy

Mercati Traianei and the House of the Knights of Rhodes 
The exclusive and guided tour begins at the House of the Knights of Rhodes, a 
beautiful medieval castle of the twelfth century, partially embedded in the Forum 
of Augustus and the result of a centuries-old monuments stratification of the 
area that housed the imperial age during the Forum of Augustus.

MAXXI
MAXXI, the National Museum of XXI Century Arts, is the first Italian national 
institution devoted to contemporary creativity and conceived as a broad cultural 
campus, designed by Zaha Hadid the worldwide reknown architect.

Rome of Caravaggio
A tour that allows a perfect appreciation of the pictorial work of Caravaggio, 
through a detailed analysis of his masterpieces. It starts with the visit of Santa 
Maria del Popolo, continues with the National Church of France, St. Louis of France 
and ends with the Church of St. Augustine.

Underground Rome
Guided Visit to the basilica of San Clemente, a complex of buildings in Rome 
centered around a 12th century Roman Catholic church dedicated to Pope 
Clement I. The site is notable as being an archaeological record of Roman 
architectural, political and religious history from the early Christian era to the 
Middle Ages.

St Peter’s Basilica
A journey into the heart of Christianity to discover the artistic and architectural 
masterpieces of great artists such as Michelangelo and Bernini.

Vatican Museum, Sistine Chapel
The Vatican Museums are one of the largest art collections in the world, since they 
display an impressive collection of works of art accumulated over the centuries 
by the popes. The Sistine Chapel and the papal apartments frescoed by Michelangelo 
and Raffaello are part of the works which museum visitors can admire in their path. 



the Hotels

We are proposing a selection of 3, 4 and 5 stars hotels, offering high quality 
standards and ideal location in some of the most attrctive areas of Rome

* * * * * Hotels
Aldovrandi | www.aldrovandi.com
Palace | www.palace-roma.boscolohotels.com
Aleph | www.aleph-roma.boscolohotels.com
Gran Melia Rome | www.granmeliarome.com
Parco dei Principi | www.parcodeiprincipi.com
De Russie | www.hotelderussie.it

* * * * Hotels 
Regent | www.hotelregentrome.com
Ritz | www.hotelritzrome.com
Clodio | www.hotelclodio.it
Claridge | www.hotelclaridgerome.com
Cicerone | www.hotelciceronerome.com
Polo | www.polohotel.it
NH Vittorio Veneto | www.nh-hotels.com
Borromini | www.hotelborromini.it
NH Giustiniano | www.nh-hotels.com
Milton | www.hotelmiltonroma.com
BW Universo | www.hoteluniversorome.com
BW Royal Santina | www.hotelroyalsantinarome.com
Visconti Palace | www.viscontipalace.com

* * * Hotels
Medici | www.hotelmedici.com
Astrid | www.hotelastrid.com
Relais dei Papi | www.hotelrelaisdeipapi.it
Adriano | www.hoteladriano.com
Alexandra | www.hotelalexandraroma.com

For reservations: www.wcoa2014rome.com - section Registration



Useful Contacts

Join more than 150 institutes & organizations from across the world 
to discover the latest thinking and the liveliest debates, and become part of an 
unforgettable professional experience. 

Find out more on
www.wcoa2014rome.com 

General enquiries
info@wcoa2014rome.com

Sponsorship & Project Gallery
Virginia Di Marco
dimarco@wcoa2014rome.com 
+39 06 47863307

Academic Research
Deborah Baratelli
baratelli@wcoa2014rome.com
+39 06 47863329

Registration, Logistics & Hotels
Adriapoint
wcoa2014@adriapoint.it
+39 0541793018

Tranfers, tours & excursions
Bianca Molinas - Triumph Group
transfers@wcoa2014rome.com - tours@wcoa2014rome.com
+39 06 35530313

Large delegations wishing to rent a dedicated bus with driver to/from the 
Auditorium Parco della Musica could address their request to Adriapoint via email
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Organizers

TM

Imperial Sponsor & Event App Sponsor

Coliseum Sponsor

Pantheon Sponsors

Special Exhibitor

Academic Partner

Congress Srl
www.congresseventi.it

Adriapoint Srl
www.adriapoint.it

Triumph Group
www.triumphgroupinternational.com


