
Question 1  

The UK ‘used to be trusted’ on aid but cuts risk permanent loss of status 

A panel organised by the Bright-Blue think-tank agreed that the country’s status in the aid 

sector has diminished in recent years, with the government having abandoned its legal 

target of spending 0.7% of gross national income on aid in 2020 in favour of a ‘temporary’ 

0.5% target, and ‘absorbing’ the Department for International Development into the Foreign 

Office. 

The Chief Executive of Bond, a network of international development organisations said 

African officials tell the UK aid sector that the country under-delivered on vaccines, has not 

met its climate finance commitments and cut its aid budget amid a pandemic. This weakens 

the UK’s position when attempting to influence partner countries’ foreign policy too.  

Countries are less likely to support initiatives such as sanctions because there isn’t the 

expected partnership.  A principal research fellow at the Overseas Development Institute 

(ODI) think-tank said the UK is generally seen as a ‘real leader and pioneer’ but the 

‘profound’ cuts to the aid budget, which she said were made despite it being ‘insubstantial 

to the UK’s overall fiscal situation’, risk losing the country its status. These cuts ‘threaten to 

undermine the level of UK soft power that has been built up over the decades’. 

A former international development secretary stated that Britain has been in the past a 

development superpower, not just in terms of money, but in terms of expertise and that 

every penny spent is in the national interest and delivers one hundred pence of value on the 

ground.  The Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office (the result of the Foreign 

Office effectively subsuming DfID in 2020) is considering reestablishing the Overseas 

Development Administration, which was part of the former Foreign Office between 1979 

and 1997. 

 

Source: Public Finance: The UK ‘used to be trusted’ on aid but cuts risk permanent loss of 

status  – 6 October 2022. 

 


